East Village artist Rick Prol's work is a dedicated

response to the ultimate human trage frthe
empgitled city dweller struggling with J§is/her
enwronment. His canvases explode with batred
time-weary travellers. Shell-shocked figures,'_'g,’

ie-pain and artillery of city life, are eveé

wallowed up by the furnace of America. Brok
the city as his theater, its rubble as props. Aftypieal
painting shows contorted figures staring numbly out
of an urban setting and the Brooklyn Bridge crumbl-
ing in the nuclear sunset. - -

His ideology suggests that we are all victims in
conflict with our environment, as his work explores
two perceived realities—a personal and searing reac-
tion te-psychological relationships with the self, and
a pregceupation with the environmengs..threat. to
everydayrlife.dn the best tradition of:expressionist

art, Prol, using layered self parody through*aliegor

ical references, invites us to communicate withhis
sad, “damaged world, observed critic Dorothy
Frigdgan-August. 2
% Prol’s work was recently on view at the “A” Gallery
it Soho, and also graced the cover of Downtown
(Issue’'No. 318) this past May.
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