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Sharded edges of glass, unam-
biguous colors and a jarring image
give power to Rick Prol's 1988 unti-
tled work. His signature medium—a
wood window frame with glass—in
this case could easily have been my
bathroom window when 1 lived on E.
12th between 1st and Avenue A!
Economic violence and social disso-
nance of post-modern Reagan-era
capitalism are captured under the
harsh light of a bare lightbulb.
Stabbed five times, the represented
figure can be seen in terms of an indi-
vidual living in today's America—a
society bereft of couth or compassion
that is literally ready to violate then
spit out its own. In this painting exud-
ing the spirit of Threepenny Opera,
Prol gives expression to feelings of
rage at the disintegration of our soci-

ety on many levels.
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